LETTER  FROM   COURT

enjoin you to take effectual care that every proper and necessary accom-
modation be made for the reception of His Majesty's troops on their
arrival at your Presidency.

57. You will observe by the i7th section of an Act passed in the
last session of Parliament, of which you receive copies by this conve\ance,
that the Company are to pay two lacks of current rupees per aniuun for
each regiment of 1000 men, and in that proportion for a greater 01 less
number sent at their requisition to the East Indies for the Compam's
service, over and above the extraordinaries now borne and defrayed by the
Company, and that the pay of the troops already sent is to be computed
from the 54th of June 1781, and of those to be hereafter sent from the
time of their embarkation. You will therefore lake care that the subsis-
tence of His Majesty's forces at your settlement be provided lor, and
regularly paid to the orders of the officers commanding each respecthe
regiment. The remainder of allowances is to be paid by the Compa in-
according to such regulations as shall be settled between the Paymuslei
General of His Majesty's forces, the Secretary at War and the Court of
Directors. This article has been already [under] consideration; and we
have agreed generally that the current rupee shall be valued at 2s u/;
and that the remainder of the allowance to be paid -by the Company to
His Majesty's troops shall, if agreeable to the Paymaster General and
the Secretary at War, be remitted by bills of exchange -to be drawn by the
Governor General and Council upon the Court of Directors; and that
the subsistence money advanced to the King's troops now sen ing in
India to be computed from the 24th day of June lavSt, and also of those
now proceeding to India shall, if approved by the Paymaster General and
Secretary at War, be in like manner repaid by bills of exchange to be
drawn by the Governor General and Council of Bengal, payable at ^f>f>
clays' sight, provided the state of the Company's disposable money in
England shall be such as shall enable them to pay the said bills of
exchange after providing for a dividend of 8 per cent per annum to the
proprietors and not otherwise, which conditional words must be inserted
in all such bills of exchange; nor must they be drawn upon any other
terms whatever. This is the present state of the business; if any' altera-
tions take place you will be duly informed thereof; if not you will con-
sider the above as an agreement, and be governed accordingly until you
shall receive our further instructions on the subject.

^ We have paid due attention to the case of military officers in
India .-who complain of hardship in having done the duty of absentees,
when such absentees are permitted to return to India with the rank which
they would have held had they *not resigned the Company's service; and
we have determined, that no military officer returning from India on
private affairs, or for any other cause, except for the recovery of health,
nor in such case except it shall have been judged absolutely necessary
for the preservation of life, (which must be attested by the principal
surgeon of the Presidency under his hand and seal) shall henceforth
be re-admitted into the Company's service in India with higher rank
than he enjoyed at the time of his resignation; and even in cases where